Twelve years survival with repeated hepatectomy and lung resection for metastasis from carcinoma of the papilla of Vater after pancreaticoduodenectomy.
We present a 60-year-old woman who underwent three times hepatectomy and lung resection for metastasis originating from a carcinoma of the papilla of Vater after pancreaticoduodenectomy with lymphadenectomy during 12 years. Pancreaticoduodenectomy was performed in 1980 and histological examination of original tumor revealed a stage IIA papillary adenocarcinoma (pT3, pN0, pM0). Repetitive hepatectomy underwent in 1986 (S7,8), 1988 (S2), 1991 (S4) and bilateral partial resection of lung (right S1, left S2.3) in 1990. She died from multiple skin, bone and lung metastases 12 years after pancreaticoduodenectomy. The current case is very rare, however, if patients with carcinoma of the papilla of Vater have localized liver metastases and no local recurrence, liver metastases should be resected to improve the chances for long-term survival.